Murmansk Region Birds Report, June 18 - July 4, 2017

Red-throated Diver - Краснозобая гагара(Gavia stellata) – Uncommon.Single birds or pairs seen only around Guba Knyazhaya and Lake Alla-Akkajarvi area.
Black-throated Diver - Чернозобая гагара(Gavia arctica) – Quite common throughout, from the White Sea to Teriberka and all large bodies of water between.Individuals, pairs and small groups seen.
Great Cormorant - Большой баклан (Phalacrocorax carbo) – Seen only on Kandalaksha Gulf, where many birds roosting on a small island, and around Teriberka, where many birds seen daily.
Whooper Swan - Лебедь-кликун (Cygnus cygnus) –  A few birds seen scattered throughout trip, at Kirovsk, along the road from Murmansk to Teriberka, at Guba Voroniya, near Lake Kieshjavr and elsewhere.Maximum about 10 birds together on big lake outside Kirovsk.
Bean Goose - Гуменник (Anser fabalis) – Uncommon. A flock of about 20 birds of large “Taiga” form (fabalis) at Guba Voroniya on June 19th with a few other sightings of smaller groups elsewhere along White Sea coast.Flock of 4 birds of the small “Tundra” form (rossicus) near Teriberka on July 9th were the only records of this subspecies. Note: many ornithologists now consider these to be two separate species: Taiga Bean Goose and Tundra Bean Goose.

Brent Goose - Чёрная казарка(Branta bernicla) – A single bird with a flock of Barnacle Geese (Белощекая казарка) at Olenitsa, June 22nd.

Barnacle Goose - Белощекая казарка (Branta bernicla) – A single bird with a flock of Taiga Bean Geese (Гуменник) at Guba Voroniya, June 18th. Four birds at Kashkarantsy, June 22nd, and a flock of 35, with a single Brent Goose(Чёрная казарка) at Olenitsa, also on June 22nd.

Eurasian Wigeon  -Свиязь (Anas penelope) –  Uncommon. Only birds seen were small groups along White Sea at Guba Voroniya, Guba Knyazhayaand Kashkarantsy, as well as near Lake Alla-Akkajarvi. 
Eurasian Teal - Чирок-свистунок(Anas crecca) – Quite common.Many seen all along the White Sea coast, as well as smaller numbers at Teriberka and Lake Kieshjavr and elsewhere.
Mallard - Кряква(Anas platyrhynchos) – Common, seen throughout trip.

Northern Pintail - Шилохвость (Anas acuta) – Two birds at Kashkarantsy on June 20th was the only sighting.

Tufted Duck - Хохлатая чернеть (Aythya fuligula) –  Common and widespread. Large flocks (up to a hundred or more birds) around White Sea coasts, and big lakes near Khibiny and Kirovsk.
Greater Scaup - Морская чернеть (Aythya marila) – A single male bird with Long-tailed Ducks (Морянка) and Tufted Ducks (Хохлатая чернеть) at Teriberka on June 24th.

Common Eider - Обыкновенная гага(Somateria mollissima) – Very commonaround both the White Sea and Barents Sea. Some very large flocks of hundred or more birds seen on the White Sea, mostly single sex.
King Eider - Гага-гребенушка (Somateria spectabilis) – A total of 8-10 birds seen, mostly in pairs, along the coast near Teriberka, June 24-25.

Long-tailed Duck - Морянка (Clangula hyemalis) –  Uncommon along both the White Sea and Barents Sea coasts. Seen on several occasions, but not every day we spent on coasts, and never in large numbers. Most seen together was 10 at Teriberka, June 24th.
Common Scoter - Синьга (Melanitta nigra) – Uncommon.Seen on four occasions: Guba Knyazhaya, Guba Voroniya, Kashkarantsy, and at Lake Alla-Akkajarvi. Maximum count of 7 birds together at Lake Alla-Akkajarvi.
Velvet Scoter - Обыкновенный турпан(Melanitta fusca) – Very common around Kandalaksha Gulf, especially at Guba Knyazhaya and Guba Voroniya, but rare at other sites along White Sea coasts, and not seen anywhere else on trip except a few at big lake near Khibiny.
Common Goldeneye - Гоголь (Bucephala clangula) – Very common throughout, except around Teriberka. Some very large flocks of hundreds of birds seen along White Sea and bigger lakes (such as the one near Khibiny).
Smew - Луток (Mergellus albellus) –  Rare.Individuals or pairs seen only in Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area and at Guba Voroniya.
Goosander - Большойкрохаль(Mergus merganser) – Very common and widespread throughout trip.Larger flocks of up to 50 or so birds seen at various locations along White Sea coast.Commoner than Red-breasted Merganser (Длинноносый крохаль) in the north.
Red-breasted Merganser - Длинноносый крохаль (Mergus serrator) – Very common and widespread throughout trip, except around Teriberka where rare.Commoner than Goosander (Большой крохаль) on many rivers and lakes along White Sea coast.

White-tailed Sea Eagle - Орлан-белохвост (Haliaeetus albicilla) – Uncommon. A few scattered individuals seen around the White Sea coast – none seen elsewhere.

Hen Harrier - Полевой лунь(Circus cyaneus) – A single bird, a male, seen near Lake Alla-Akkajarvi on June 27.

Rough-legged Buzzard  -Зимняк (Buteo lagopus) –  A single bird, a male, seen  along the road to Murmansk (possibly within Laplandsky zapovednik?) on June 24th.
Merlin - Дербник(Falco columbarius) – Three individuals all seen the same day, July 3rd, two along the road to Poriy Les, and one along the coast between Luvenga and Kandalaksha.

Willow Grouse - Белая куропатка(Lagopus lagopus) – A few birds seen or heard, mostly along the White Sea coast. Droppings found much more commonly.
Western Capercaillie - Глухарь (Tetrao urogallus) – A few birds seen, all females, at various locations around the White Sea coast, Laplandsky zapovednik and near Lake Alla-Akkajarvi, where a nest was found. Droppings found much more commonly.
Hazel Grouse - Рябчик (Bonasa bonasia) –  A few birds seen in forested areas along the White Sea coast .
Common Crane - Серый журавль(Grus grus) – An immature and then two adult seen at Guba Voroniya. Two more seen flying at another location.
Eurasian Oystercatcher - Кулик-сорока(Haematopus ostralegus) – Very common and widespread all along the White Sea coast.Less common at Teriberka. Not seen elsewhere.
Little Ringed Plover - Малый зуёк (Charadrius dubius) – Only seen at Kandalaksha, where several birds together along the river where it meets the Gulf.

Common Ringed Plover - Галстучник (Charadrius hiaticula) –  Fairly common along the White Sea  coast (especially between Olenitsa and Kashkarantsy) and on sandy beaches around Teriberka. Also several seen on the tundra along the road between Murmansk and Teriberka.

European Golden Plover - Золотистая ржанка(Pluvialis apricaria) – Very common along the White Sea coast east of Kuzreka, and also on the tundra along the road from Murmansk to Teriberka. Elsewhere only seen rarely, such as in the bogs in the Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area.
Dunlin - Чернозобик (Calidris alpina) – Uncommon.Small groupsof migrants seen along White Sea coast - around Kashkarantsy and Olenitsa.Other small flocks seen at Teriberka, with a few individuals also seen along the Murmansk to Teriberka road.

Broad-billed Sandpiper - Грязовик (Limicola falcinellus) –  Two birds singing (and one seen) in the bogs near Lake Kieshjavron June 27th. Also two birds (migrants presumably) seen along the White Sea coast at Kashkarantsy, June 20th.
Ruff - Турухтан(Philomachus pugnax) – Common and widespread throughout trip in suitable habitat.Especially seen all along White Sea coast, as well as in Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area, where it probably breeds, and along the road to Teriberka.
Common Snipe - Бекас (Gallinago gallinago) – Uncommon.A few scattered individuals throughout the trip, from around the White Sea coast, to Teriberka and the Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area.Never more than 2-3 in the same area.
Jack Snipe - Гаршнеп(Lymnocryptes minimus) – A displaying male in the bogs near Lake Kieshjavr on June 27th was the only record.
Eurasian Woodcock  -Вальдшнеп (Scolopax rusticola) –  Quite common. Single birds seen on multiple occasions throughout trip, but only in the forested south and central areas.

Bar-tailed Godwit - Малый веретенник(Limosa lapponica) – Common along the White Sea coast east of Olenitsa. Large flocks of 100-200 birds – migrants - seen at several places, but especially at Kashkarantsy. Apart from a small flock at Teriberka on June 24th, not seen elsewhere.
Whimbrel - Средний кроншнеп(Numenius phaeopus) – Uncommon.1-3 birds, assumed migrants, seen on two or three occasions, and only along the White Sea coast between Kashkarantsy and Kuzomen.

Eurasian Curlew - Большой кроншнеп (Numenius arquata) – Only slightly more common than Whimbrel (Средний кроншнеп), with more birds seen along White Sea Coast, including further west, nearer to Kandalaksha. Also one or two heard or seen inland, e.g. in Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area, presumably on their breeding grounds.
Spotted Redshank - Щёголь (Tringa erythropus) –  Fairly common, but localized, migrant along White Sea coast, especially at Kashkarantsy and Olenitsa. Some birds singing so possibly breeding in area.A couple of presumed breeding birds, probably with nests nearby, in the bogs near Lake Kieshjavr on June 27th. Not seen further north.
Common Redshank - Травник (Tringa totanus) –  Uncommon. Only seen at Kashkarantsy and Olenitsa, and in smaller numbers than Spotted Redshank (Щёголь). Possibly heard in Lake Kieshjavr area, but not confirmed.
Common Greenshank - Большой улит(Tringa nebularia) – Very common.The most common wader at most locations, and found throughout the trip, except the far north. Seen daily, except along the Barents Sea. Seen all along the White Sea coast, but also found clearly with nests or chicks nearby at Laplandsky zapovednik and elsewhere.
Wood Sandpiper - Фифи (Tringa glareola) – Common and widespread, but less so than Common Greenshank (Большой улит)and in much lower numbers, especially along the White Sea coasts.Largest numbers in one place, probably migrants, at Kashkarantsy and Olenitsa.Clearly breeding around the Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area, and at Poriy Les.
Common Sandpiper - Перевозчик(Actitis hypoleucos) – Very common.The most widespread wader, seen almost everywhere on the trip, including at Teriberka, but always just one or two birds at any one time.

Ruddy Turnstone - Камнешарка (Arenaria interpres) – Quite common along the White Sea coast from Kashkarantsy to Kuzomen – perhaps all migrants. Not seen elsewhere.
Red-necked Phalarope - Круглоносый плавунчик (Phalaropus lobatus) –  Uncommon. 1-3 birds seen three times: at Teriberka, along the Murmansk to Teriberka road, and at the bogs near Lake Kieshjavr.
Arctic Skua - Короткохвостый поморник(Stercorarius parasiticus) – Quite common along the White Sea coast from Kuzreka to Kuzomen, but less so than Long-tailed Skua (Длиннохвостый поморник).Commoner around the Barents Sea at Teriberka, where it outnumbered Long-tailed Skua (Длиннохвостый поморник). Not seen elsewhere.
Long-tailed Skua - Длиннохвостый поморник(Stercorarius longicaudus) – Common along the White Sea coast from Kuzreka to Kuzomen, with at least 20 birds (migrants presumably) seen together near Kashkarantsy on June 20th. Less common around the Barents Sea at Teriberka, where Arctic Skua (Короткохвостый поморник) was commoner. Also seen along Murmansk to Teriberka road, but not seen elsewhere.
Little Gull - Малая чайка(Larus minutus) – A couple of birdsalong the White Sea coast at Kashkarantsy, June 22nd was the only sighting. (We did find a colony of several hundred birds much further south, at the village of Chelmuzhi in Karelia).
Black-headed Gull  - Озёрная чайка (Larus ridibundus) –  Quite common where found, but rather localized and much less common (or absent) along much of the White Sea coast than some of the other gulls. Not seen around Teriberka. Many around Kandalaksha, and quite common at some of the lakes and big rivers inland, for example at Kirovsk and Kola.

Common Gull - Сизая чайка(Larus canus) – Common and widespread.Seen throughout the trip but, relative to most of the larger gulls, more common inland (around lakes and big rivers), while less common along the White Sea coast east of Kuzreka and the Barents Sea coast around Teriberka.
Herring Gull - Серебристая чайка (Larus argentatus) – Abundant, especially along the White Sea and Barents Sea coasts.Also commonly seen around major water bodies more inland, but generally much less common at those places than at the coasts.
Heuglin’s Gull - Халей(Larus heuglini) – Common along the White Sea coast east of Kandalaksha. Rare around Teriberka where only very few positively identified. Not seen elsewhere.
Lesser Black-backed Gull - Клуша (Larus fuscus) – Not positively identified in Murmansk region. But a couple of gulls seen at a distance at Teriberka may have been this species since they seemed to have all black wings, unlike Heuglin’s Gull (Халей), and were too small and delicate for Greater Black-backed Gull (Морская чайка). Too far to be sure and the light was not good for positive identification. The only definite sighting on trip was a single bird perched with other gulls on a sand bar near the village of Chelmuzhi in Karelia.
Greater Black-backed Gull - Морская чайка (Larus marinus)–  Very common along the White Sea and Barents Sea coasts, especially around Teriberka where the second commonest gull after the Herring Gull (Серебристая чайка). Not generally seen inland, though one or two sightings away from the coasts.
Glaucous Gull - Бургомистр(Larus hyperboreus) – Up to 10 birds – adults and immatures- seen among the huge gull flocks at Teriberka on June 24th.Presumably all non-breeders? Not seen elsewhere.
Black-legged Kittiwake - Моевка(Rissa tridactyla) – Three colonies seen:  a small one of 20 or so pairs at Gull Rock near Mys Korabl, along the White Sea; a slightly bigger one on cliffs north of Teriberka village, and a much bigger colony of maybe 100 pairs or more on man-made structures at the village of Teriberka. Not seen away from these colonies.
Common Tern - Речная крачка (Sterna hirundo) – Only definite sightings were of several birds at both Lake Alla-Akkajarv and at Lake Imandra near Khibiny. It is possible that other birds were seen elsewhere and presumed to be Arctic Terns.
Arctic Tern - Полярная крачка(Sterna paradisaea) –  Common and widespread. Very common along the White Sea coast with a large colony of breeding birds, on eggs, at Kashkarantsy.Seen elsewhere in smaller numbers, including Teriberka, but less common.

Common Guillemot - Тонкоклювая кайра (Uria aalge) – A surprising single bird seen out on the water at Guba Knyazhaya was the only sighting. Presumably a non-breeding bird.

Black Guillemot - Чистик (Cepphus grylle) – A few seen along the White Sea coast at Guba Knyazhaya and near Luvenga. Larger numbers at breeding sites near Teriberka where colonies were clearly present alongside the two Kittiwake (Моевка) colonies on the cliffs.
Feral Pigeon - Сизый голубь (Columba livia) – Widespread around towns and villages throughout. No evidence of truly wild birds anywhere.
Common Wood Pigeon - Вяхирь (Columba palumbus) –  Uncommon. A few individuals seen scattered at various sites along the White Sea coast, mostly those more heavily wooded areas closer to Kandalaksha. Not seen elsewhere.
Common Cuckoo - Обыкновенная кукушка(Cuculus canorus) –Quite common and widespread.Never numerous but individuals seen on multiple occasions throughout the trip, especially along the White Sea coast.
Short-eared Owl - Болотная сова (Asio flammeus) – Uncommon.3-4 individuals seen at various locations, all along the White Sea coast.
Common Swift - Чёрный стриж(Apus apus) – Uncommon.

Black Woodpecker  -Желна (Dryocopus martius) –  A single bird seen at Lake Kolvitsa was the only record. 

Greater Spotted Woodpecker  - Большой пёстрый дятел (Dendrocopos major) –  A single bird seen at Poriy Les was the only record. 

Eurasian Three-toed Woodpecker  - Трёхпалый дятел (Picoides tridactylus) –  A single bird drumming at Lake Alla-Akkajarv was the only record. Bird responded to audio playback from a recording on my phone but was not seen.
Sand Martin - Береговушка (Riparia riparia) – Very common and widespread throughout the trip.
Barn Swallow - Деревенская ласточка (Hirundo rustica) – Common and widespread throughout the trip.

Northern House Martin - Воронок (Delichon urbica) – Common and widespread throughout the trip, seen in or near all villages and towns.

Tree Pipit - Лесной конёк (Anthus trivialis) –  Commonat Poriy Les with many birds singing. Not positively recorded elsewhere.
Meadow Pipit - Луговой конёк(Anthus pratensis) – Very common throughout the trip in suitable habitat, especially along the White Sea coast, but encountered everywhere. Less common around Teriberka.
Yellow Wagtail - Жёлтая трясогузка(Motacilla flava) – Uncommon.Individuals seen only around the Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area and at Laplandsky zapovednik.
White Wagtail - Белая трясогузка (Motacilla alba) – Very common and widespread. Never seen in large numbers but seen at virtually every location visited on trip.
Bohemian Waxwing - Свиристель(Bombycilla garrulus) –  Fairly common and widespread in suitable habitat, from the White Sea coast to the forests around the Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area, at Laplandsky zapovednik and elsewhere in the interior. Not seen around the Barents Sea coast at Teriberka – where no suitable habitat.
White-throated Dipper - Оляпка (Cinclus cinclus) – A single bird seen along the river at Kolvitsa was the only record.

Dunnock - Лесная завирушка (Prunella modularis) – Uncommon. Never seen, but single birds heard singing near Lake Alla-Akkajarv and at Laplandsky zapovednik

Bluethroat - Варакушка (Luscinia svecica) – Uncommon. Only sightings were at Khibiny (near Kirovsk) and Teriberka, with male birds seen singing at both locations.

Red-flanked Bluetail - Синехвостка (Tarsiger cyanurus) –  A single bird was heard singing in Picea abies woods on steep slopes at Laplandsky zapovednik on June 30th. Bird sang approximately 5 phrases from 100-150m away. The song was practically indistinguishable from the recording on the Collins Bird Guide app on my iPhone. Unfortunately, as soon as I was close enough for it to hear playback of the recording on my phone, it stopped singing and was not heard again. The bird was not seen but there is no question about the identity. It was an exact match to the recording and there is nothing else in this area that sounds similar. It was also in text-book habitat for this species.
Common Redstart - Обыкновеннаягорихвостка(Phoenicurus phoenicurus) – Uncommon. Scattered individuals seen or heard at various locations along White Sea coast and also at Lake Alla-Akkajarv. Not recorded elsewhere.
Common Stonechat - Черноголовый чекан(Saxicola rubicola) – A male and female seen together along the White Sea coast between Olenitsa and Kashkarantsy on June 21st was the only sighting of this species.

Whinchat - Луговой чекан(Saxicola rubetra) – Uncommon.A couple of individuals along the White Sea coast were the only sightings – none seen elsewhere.

Northern Wheatear - Обыкновенная каменка(Oenanthe oenanthe) – Widespread and fairly common.Seen in suitable habitat throughout the trip, but nowhere more than just a few birds.Most common along the edge of the White Sea coast, around Teriberka and in the mountains of Khibiny.
Song Thrush - Певчий дрозд (Turdus philomelos) –  Widespread but never common. Heard more than seen. But found anywhere with suitable habitat, such as Laplandsky zapovednik, at Lake Alla-Akkajarv, Poriy Les and various other forested sites along the White Sea coast.
Mistle Thrush - Деряба(Turdus viscivorus) – Widespread but never common. Found in small numbers all along the White Sea coast, and less frequently at most other sites, except around Teriberka.
Redwing - Белобровик(Turdus iliacus) – Very common and widespread.Abundant in the center and north of the region, where by far the commonest thrush, but relatively uncommon along the heavier forests of the White Sea where far outnumbered by Fieldfares (Рябинник).
Fieldfare - Рябинник (Turdus pilaris) – Abundant along the White Sea coasts, but far less common further north, where greatly outnumbered by Redwings (Белобровик), and not present at all in the tundra regions around the Barents Sea.

Ring Ouzel - Белозобый дрозд (Turdus torquatus) –  Three birds – two males and a female – seen together, chasing each other and singing, at Teriberka on June 24th were the only sightings.
Willow Warbler - Пеночка-весничка(Phylloscopus trochilus) – Abundant almost everywhere, one of the commonest and most widespread small birds seen on the trip. And the only species of warbler encountered in Murmansk region!
Spotted Flycatcher - Серая мухоловка(Muscicapa striata) – Fairly common along the White Sea coasts, with individuals seen most days.Rare or absent elsewhere.
Great Tit - Большая синица (Parus major) – Only record, a single bird, seen at Kandalaksha.

Willow Tit - Пухляк (Parus montanus) – Uncommon. Seen only near Kuzomen and at Poriy Les, several birds at both places.

Siberian Tit - Сероголовая гаичка (Poecile cincta) – Uncommon.Only seen along the White Sea coast near Kolvitsa, at Laplandsky zapovednik and at Lake Alla-Akkajarv.

Common Magpie - Сорока (Pica pica) – Common and widespread, except in the tundra zone of the north.

Siberian Jay - Кукша (Perisoreus infastus) –  Uncommon.Only seen at Lake Kolvitsa and Poriy Les – small flocks at both places.
Hooded Crow - Сераяворона(Corvus cornix) – Very common and widespread throughout trip, except in the tundra zone of the north.

Common Raven - Ворон(Corvus corax) – Fairly common and widespread, but much less so than Hooded Crow (Серая ворона), except in the far north around Teriberka where the only corvid seen. Not seen on many days.
Common Starling - Обыкновенный скворец(Sturnus vulgaris) – Uncommon. One or two small flocks seen near villages along the coast of the White Sea were the only records.

House Sparrow - Домовый воробей(Passer domesticus) – Common in towns and villages throughout the trip. Not seen away from buildings.
Common Chaffinch  -Зяблик (Fringilla coelebs) –  Abundant along the White Sea coast, especially to the west, but less common further east and north, and not present at all in the tundra regions around the Barents Sea.
Brambling - Юрок(Fringilla montifringilla) – Very common and widespread. Especially common in the center and north of the region, so long as at least some willow or birch trees are present, but relatively less common along the heavier forests of the White Sea where outnumbered by Common Chaffinch (Зяблик).
Eurasian Siskin - Чиж(Carduelis spinus) – Very common in the south and central areas, and in the thicker woods along the White Sea coast, especially to the west, but far less common further east and further north, and not present at all in the tundra regions around the Barents Sea.
Common Redpoll - Обыкновенная чечётка (Carduelis flammea) – Very common and widespread, but relatively less so in the thicker forests of the south, where Eurasian Siskin (Чиж) was commoner. Increasingly common in comparison to that species further north. Quite common even around Teriberka, so long as small trees are present.
Common Crossbill - Клёст-еловик (Loxia curvirostra) –  Very common and widespread along the White Sea coast areas, especially around Guba Knyazhaya and even more so in the Varzuga / Kuzomen area. Many flocks of 20 or more birds seen flying over the latter location. It is possible these included Parrot Crossbills (Клёст-сосновик) but all identifiable birds seen perched were not of that species.Also seen in smaller numbers elsewhere, including at Laplandsky zapovednik.
Two-barred Crossbill - Белокрылый клёст(Loxia leucoptera) – The only record was of a very surprising (and tame) female found feeding in dwarf birches at Teriberka, very close to the Barents Sea, on June 24th.

Pine Grosbeak - Щур(Pinicola enucleator) – A male and female found together at Laplandsky zapovednik was the only sighting.
Northern Bullfinch - Обыкновенный снегирь (Pyrrhula pyrrhula) – Widespread but rather uncommon, just scattered individuals or pairs seen. Most seen in forests around White Sea coast, but also seen at Laplandsky zapovednik and around Lake Alla-Akkajarv / Lake Kieshjavr area.
Reed Bunting - Камышовая овсянка (Emberiza schoeniclus) –Very common and widespread. Found everywhere there was suitable habitat, including around Teriberka.

Lapland Bunting - Лапландский подорожник (Calcarius lapponicus) – A single male bird found singing along the Murmansk to Teriberka road was the only record.

